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Final Reflection

In creating a curriculum unit on cells for my students, I learned so much about myself and my thought processes. Often I will look at activities first and then figure out how they fit with the culminating assessment. By working with the curriculum unit, I was able to constantly reassess my plan and find the best match for my students and the standards.

The “Teaching for Understanding”  framework helped me focus my goals and activities to those that would help students grasp a sometimes very abstract subject. Middle school students often struggle with the concept that structures that they cannot even see are responsible for every component of life. By using activities that bring this abstract idea to a concrete understanding is the ultimate goal of this unit. Focusing on the desired result that students will understand the interconnectedness of cells to all life allows me to more easily identify evidence of this understanding.  Once the results and evidence elements are identified, the plan to accomplish the task can be created. 
There were several seemingly small assignments during class that were meaningful as well. The word helpful tips provided me with some valuable tools for myself and my students. Being able to create a linkable table of contents is a feature that I will continue to use for future papers. I hope also to teach this feature to my students as they complete their science fair projects. Other features I found helpful include converting text to tables and tables to text. Using Inspiration to map out the curriculum unit in addition to completing a table depicting the unit seemed redundant to me but the activity helped me see how students can often become frustrated when we are teaching outside of their preferred learning styles. 
Since I have had WebPages since I began teaching I wanted to further my understanding of the capabilities of blogs. I choose to continue my Blogspot blog which I began with my previous course to create this portfolio. There were several obstacles to overcome in uploading documents and converting files but the process truly allowed me to further my knowledge. I tried Googledocs to upload files but was not pleased with the conversion to webpages of this program. The transfer also disabled the hyperlinks within my word document. In the end, I used a website hosting service, Weebly.com, to upload files and used my blog for the portfolio. Weebly is simply a storage for my files since Blogger will not allow files to be uploaded. I then created hyperlinks to the files from my Blogger account. 
This designing curriculum class helped me further my learning and reach multiple professional goals, standards and performances. The most significant ISTE NETS for teachers include all of the planning and designing learning environments and experiences elements. We assessed the appropriateness of technology to standards and to address diversity of student needs. Planning for specific strategies to utilize technology in implementing curricular objectives and management of those strategies was at the core of our unit development. Many of my activities are learner centered and use technology to address all learners’ needs as well as to develop higher order thinking. Even the social, ethical, legal, and human issues standards are addressed through the development of curricular units. 

Though there were ups and downs, overall designing a curriculum unit through backwards design makes sense. The challenges are not difficult to surmount especially with good direction and support of professors and fellow teachers.
